118	HENRY   GEORGE
In the opening speech of his campaign which he delivered at
the New York Academy of Music on June 26, the Irish leader
went out of his way (evidently under pressure from the Parnel-
lites) to protest that he had not "fallen into Mr. George's
hands."2
On this occasion the Reverend Dr. Edward McGlynn, rector
of one of the largest Roman Catholic churches in the city, St.
Stephen's on East 29th Street, came out openly for George's
solution to questions of economic injustice—much to the delight
of George when he heard of the incident.
Father McGlynn was a native of New York and of Irish par-
entage. Two years George's senior, he had enjoyed a brilliant
career in the priesthood, studying at the College of Propaganda
in Rome and becoming, after his ordination at the age of twenty-
two, assistant to the Reverend Dr. Cummings at St. Stephen's.
Dr. Cummings, a man of somewhat liberal views, had consid-
erable influence in the community. When McGlynn succeeded
him at the age of thirty, the younger man continued to serve
St. Stephen's in this tradition.
Father McGlynn appeared with Davitt on three other occa-
sions. In the second speech he rebuked the Irishman, "Michael
Davitt is only a pilot engine that goes before the head of the
train. Let him not apologize for the truth that is in him." He
added, "I am entirely of the opinion of Henry George as a mat-
ter of political economy... and therefore [think] that the
plan of Henry George and Michael Davitt is the true one."3
Again, at the huge meeting held in Union Square on July 5,
McGlynn exhorted Davitt:
Explain away not one tittle of it, but preach the gospel in its
purity! It is a good gospel, not only for Ireland, but for England,
for Scotland and for America, too. And if in this country we do
not yet feel quite so much the terrible pressure of numbers upon
the land, the same terrible struggle between progress and poverty,
as is felt in other lands, no thanks are due our political system, but
thanks only to the bounties of nature, and to the millions of acres
of virgin lands with which God has blessed us. But when these
virgin lands have been occupied; when the population shall have
increased here as it has elsewhere in proportion to our extent of
territory, we shall have precisely the same problem to solve, and
the sooner we solve it the better.4

